ESSENTIAL 40 #39
THE LAST DAYS (Part I)
1. Eschatology = the study of the "last days" (eschatos = last & logos =study)

2. Prophecy is based on God's covenants.


Covenant: an agreement made between individuals (Prov 2:17)


God's covenants: God obligating Himself to men (He initiates the covenants)



Unconditional – "I will" (Gen 12:1-3; Deut 30:1-10; II Sam 7:10-16;

                                      Jer 31:31-40)



Conditional – If you will, I will" (Exodus 19:3-6; Deut 28:1,2,15)


Abrahamic Covenant (Gen 12:1-3,7, 13:14-17; 17:1-14; 22:15-18)



Promise to Abraham – be father of a great nation (12:2)



Promise to Israel – be great (12:2), innumerable (13:16; 15:5)

                                          possess land forever (12:7,8)



Promise to nations – all families blessed through Abraham (12:3)



Conditional – must leave Ur (12:1)



Unconditional – God alone made the covenant (15:17-21)


Palestinian Covenant (Gen 12:7, 13:15, 17:7,8; Deut 30:1-10)



Amplifies land feature of Abrahamic Covenant



Conditional (Deut 30:2)


Unconditional (Ezek 16:60-63)


Mosaic Covenant 



Conditional (Exod 19:4-6; Deut 5:32,33, 28:1,2,15) (a covenant of works)



Provisions – Israel will become a nation separated unto God, if they obey God.
                              They will be cursed if they disobey God. 



Purpose – to lead Israel to recognize their sinfulness (Rom 3:19-20) and lead them 





   to Christ (Gal 3:19-25)

Davidic Covenant (II Sam 7:12-16; Ps 89:3,4, 34-36; Jer 33:22,25,26) 



Unconditional (II Sam 7:13,15,16, 23:5; Isa 55:3; Ezek 37:25; Lk 1:31-33)



Provisions: a son who would build God's Temple and through whom, David's seed
                              and kingdom would be established forever.



(Amil interpretation: Solomon's reign fulfils promise – I Kings 4:21)


New Covenant



Unconditional (Jer 31:31-37, 32:37-40, 50:4-5; Ezek 16:60-63, 36:24-27, 37:21-8)



Benefits to the Church (Eph 2:12,13,19; Gal 3:7; Rom 11:17; I Cor 11:25;

                                                II Cor 3:6-11; Hebr 9:15)

3. Why are there different views of prophecy?  The different views on prophecy come

     primarily from different views on God's promises to Israel.

Covenant theology – There is no need for a future, restored kingdom of Israel because


                              the Church has replaced Israel.

Dispensational theology – The promises to Israel still need to be fulfilled in a

                                            1000-year reign of Jesus Christ in Jerusalem.

Covenant theology – The covenant promises to Israel were conditioned on their faith

                           and obedience.  They rejected the requirements of God's covenants,
                           so it was offered to the nations – the true Israel (Matt 21:43-44)

 Dispensationalism – a dispensation = "a period of time in which man is tested in

                                         respect to obedience to some specific revelation of the will
                                         of God." (C. I. Scofield in the Scofield Bible)  The central
                                         belief of dispensationalism is that there is a clear difference 
                                         between Israel and the Church.


Is the Church a replacement for Israel or totally distinct from Israel?  Will Israel

     receive the promised Kingdom or are the promises to Israel fulfilled in the Church?



The dispensations in dispensationalism:




(1) Innocence – Garden of Eden. (2) Conscience – before the Flood.




(3) Government – after the Flood.  (4) Promise – after Abraham.




(5) Law – after Moses and after the rapture.  (6) Church – after Pentecost.




(7) Kingdom – Millennium



Promises to Israel: Jer 30:1-3, 8-11, 18-22, 31:33-37, 33:25-26; Ezek 20:39-40,



28:25-26, 34:11-16, 25-31, 36:24-38; Amos 9:11-15; Zeph 3:19-20;




Zech 8:1-8; Rom 11:25-32
MILLENNIAL VIEWS

1. Postmillennialism:  The belief that God will use the Church to so Christianize the

    world; that good will triumph over evil and bring in the 1000 year period of peace and 

    prosperity.  Jesus will return after (post) the 1000 (millennium) years

    (= postmillennium).

· Our present age slowly and gradually improves and becomes the millennium (no radical transformation of the world) (like the slow coming of summer). The radical transformation does not occur until Heaven - the final state.

· Revelation 19:11-21 is seen as figurative of the progress of the Church between the first and second comings of Christ.

· Postmillennialists do not agree about whether the millennium is a literal 1000 year period.  Some see the millennium as future and some believe that we may be presently in the beginning of the millennium.

· The tribulation period will occur at the end of the millennium (Revelation 20:7-10)
· Types of Postmillennialism: Reconstructionism – The view that emphasizes that the Church will ultimately establish O.T. moral and civil Law as the law of the world. (R.J. Rushdoony)  Dominion Theology – The charismatic view that the "Latter Rain" revival will bind Satan and bring in God's kingdom (Earl Paulk, Paul Yongi Cho, Pat Robertson).
2. Amillenialism: The belief that the kingdom of God is now present as Christ rules in
    the
Church.

· A belief of the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches.
· They do not believe in a literal 1000-year reign of Christ on earth.  They believe the 1000 is symbolic of completeness.
· Revelation 20:1-6 describes the entire history of the Church.
· Only one coming of Christ to rapture the Church and judge the world at the end of the Tribulation period.

· Satan was bound when Jesus died on the cross and thereby conquered him (Heb 2:14; Matt 12:29; Lk 10:17-18; Jn 12:31).
· The Revelation 20:4 resurrection is interpreted as Christians resurrected and reigning in heaven.
· The kingdom predictions in O.T. refer to Heaven.

· Israel forfeited the promises to them and the promises to them will be fulfilled through spiritual Israel, the Church (Matt 12:28; Lk 17:20-21; Gal 3:7,29).
· God's Kingdom is present right now (Rom 14:17; I Cor 4:19-20; Col 1:13-14) and in the future (I Cor 6:9; Gal 5:21; Eph 5:5; II Tim 4:18).

· They believe that Jesus will rapture the Church and then immediately return with the Church to judge the world.
· Began by Augustine in the 4th Century

3. Historic or non-dispensational Premillennialism:  The belief that the Church will 
     go through the time of tribulation, but will be raptured just before the 1000 year reign 
     of Christ on earth.
· The rapture of the Church, the resurrection of the dead in Christ, and Christ's coming in judgment are seen as one event.

· A literal 1000 year reign of Christ at Jerusalem.

· The resurrection of the unsaved at the end of the 1000 years.
· No distinction between Israel and the Church during the New Testament period.

· Explained in THE BLESSED HOPE by George Eldon Ladd

4. Dispensational Premillennialism:  The belief that Jesus will rapture His Church

before the Tribulation period and come to judge the world after the Tribulation period

     and just before the beginning (pre) of the 1000 (millennium) (= pre-millennium).  He
     will then rule the world for 1000 years from Jerusalem.
· Called Chiliasm from the Greek word for 1000

· There will be two resurrections: (1) at the beginning of the 1000 years (believers) (Christians – prior to the Tribulation, I Thess 4:13-17; Old Testament and Tribulation believers – after the Tribulation, Dan 12:1-2 & Rev 20:4-6) and (2) at the end of the 1000 years (Unbelievers – Rev 20:11-15)
· Interprets the 1000 years in Rev 20:4-6 literally.

· The millennium will not be an extension of the world as we know it, but a completely new and different world (It will begin cataclysmically and not gradually (Isa 11:6-7; 65:25) (There will be complete change from the Tribulation period to the Millennium.)
· Distinction between Israel and the Church (The Church age ends with the pre-tribulation rapture and the Law Age resumes for the 70th week of the 70 weeks of Dan 9:27).

· The Church Age is seen as a parenthesis.  God will resume His program for Israel in the Tribulation period and the Millennium.  There is a kingdom predicted that cannot be Heaven (Isa 65:17-20).
· Predictions in the O.T. of the Millennial Kingdom – II Sam 7:16; Ps 22:27-28, 86:9; 89:35-37; 110:1,2; Isa 55:5; Dan 7:13-14; Zech 8:22; Christ as King – Isa 9:6-7; Jer 33:9-18; Ezek 37:21-28; Hos 3:4-5; Joel 3:17-21; Zech 2:10-12, 14:9; Christ ruling over all the nations – Dan 2:44, 7:27; Zech 14:9; in Jerusalem as capitol – Isa 60:11-12,14; Jer 3:17; Zech 14:20-21; universal peace and righteousness – Isa 2:4, 66:12; Micah 4:3-5; Zech 9:10; Ps 85:8; Hab 2:14; restoration of nature – Isa 65:17-25.
· The world will grow worse even though Christianity will spread throughout the world (II Tim 3:1-5; Matt 24:3-12; Rev 14:14-20).
· There will be a national conversion of the Jews at the end of the Tribulation period (Zech 12:10, 13:7-9; Dan 12:7).
· Satan will be bound during the Millennium (Rev 20:1-3).
THOUGHT QUESTIONS:
1. Why do you believe that God has made covenants with man?  Why is it important to you personally that God has made these covenants with us?
2. Do you believe that God's promises to Israel will be fulfilled to the nation of Israel or do you believe that the Church has replaced Israel in God's promises?  Please explain.
3. Do you believe that "dispensations" and "dispensationalism" is taught in the Bible?  Please explain.

4. Which Millennial view do you believe best describes what the Bible teaches?

RESOURCES:  THE MEANING OF THE MILLENNIUM: FOUR VIEWS by Robert Clouse; THINGS TO COME by Dwight Pentecost; THE END TIMES by Herman Hoyt; DISPENSATIONALISM TODAY by Charles Ryrie
